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INSIGHT: TRACKDAY TROPHY
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The Trackday Team Trophy is a hit
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The Trackday Trophy caters
for drivers new to the sport

s mMoton -

Battles take place through the grid

BYROBLADBROOK
RACING EDITOR

rackdayshave
turned intobig
businessinthe UK.
Peoplecanturn
upatalmostany
circuitinthe
country forablast
intheirroadorracecarduringany
month of theyear.

Trackdays alsohave much moreof a
purpose than generatinga circuit’s
revenue. They arean ideal feeder to
bringnew people into motorsport.
They allow drivers to experience the
thrill of drivingonalivecircuitina
controlled and safe environment. But
racingisadifferent prospectand
untilnow many trackday enthusiasts
have struggled tomuster the courage, or
thebudget, toenter the more cut-throat
world of acompetitive paddock.

MotorSport Vision’stwonew classes,
the Trackday Trophy and the Team
Trophy, have been launched with the
aim of makingracingeasier and more
accessible and feed more people into
British motorsport. Ittriesto bridge the
gap between the simplelapping sessions
offered by trackdays and competitive
motorsport.

Both serieshavedeveloped alotsince
the inaugural eventlast year. The
Trackday Trophy isa production saloon
seriesaimed at novices only. Since it
beganlast yearthe serieshas grown
exponentially. Thefirstrace at Brands
Hatchlast March attracted 22 cars. Inthe
threeraces that followed that the grid
remained steadily in thelow 20s. This
yearthe seriesstarted at
Snetterton with 40 cars.

Organisers have alsobeen
forced toschedule extra
racesto cater fordemand
and both of theremaining
fixturesat Oulton Park on
October 22 and Brands Hatch
in November are close to
capacity entries.

Theseries isthebrainchild of
Alex Baker, whoisthe manager
of MotorSport Vision’s

AlexBakeris
behind the
new series
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trackday arm, ClubMSV. Baker

says: “We have almost 10,000
driverssign on withusat ClubMSV
events each year, but we alsonoticed
thatit’sabigjump for thosedriversto
move intoracing.

“Wedid alotof research within our
customer pooland determined that
many found thejump intimidatingand
only for the more dedicated drivers. We
wanted to createa direct route for our
driverstotrytheirhandatracing
and prove tothem that the sportcan
beaccessible.

“The Trackday Trophy hasbeena
huge success, it’s surpassed all our
expectations. Through Club MSV we
can helpnovices get theirracelicences,
givethemtechnical advice on their cars
and get them onto the grid.”

The Trackday Trophy runstoaclass
formatthat segregates carsaccordingto
their power-to-weightratio. Cars with
power outputs between 125 and 200bhp-
per-tonnesslot into four different classes

whilemodificationsarerestricted
tocontrol costs. Baker saysthe
wide scope of thetechnicalrules
areastrength of theseries.
“When we devised the
regulations wenoticed that
many drivershad carsthey
have developed themselves
withno specific set of
regulations inmind,” he says.
“Therefore there’salotof cars
outtherethat meet MSA
guidelines, but
don’tsuit
anyone
series.
We

wanted the Trackday Trophy to
encompassasmany typesof caras
possible soby dividing the classes by
power band we can accept a greater
variety. Also by cappingthe classes at
200bhpitplacesthepace of theseriesat
agreatlevel for novices and also stops
people spendingloads of money on
expensive engine upgrades.”

Drivers cantake part inthe Trackday
Trophy until they arenolongereligible
toshow anovice cross on their car. That
gives each driver amaximum of six
races inthe class. But the problem then
arosethatmany driversdidn’t want to
graduate from the series soearly.

MSYV introduced the Team Trophy
event this yeartosolve that problem.
The seriesfollows the same blueprintas
the Trackday Trophy, buthas thenovice
elementremoved so drivers can contest
unlimited rounds.

Thefirst Team Trophy race was
earlierthisyearandranwith 15cars,
butthatnumber almost doubled in time
forthe mostrecentraceat Donington
Park in August.

“Wedevised the Trackday Trophy as
the bottom rungof theladder and
introduced the Team Trophy asa
natural progression onfromthat,”
adds Baker. “Because the Trackday
serieshasalimitedlifespan we chose to
createamore senior series becausea
lotof drivers enjoyed thenon-pressure
environment we provided.”

Although the Team Trophy isn’t
aimed atnovices, it’snot intended for
professional driverseither. Theseries’
market is geared directly toward the
clubman racer. Rounds take place with
qualifyingand a45-minuterace onthe
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same day, much like the Trackday
Trophy, and the races are opentoone or
twodriver teamsto enableracerstosplit
the cost. Eligible cars must be produced
after 1994, which means the series won’t
poachmachinesfrom MSVR’s Mk2 Golf
GTiorProduction BMW classes.

“The series will never be aimed at
professionaldrivers,” says Baker. “The
Team Trophy particularly needstobe
geared towards casual racers because
we don’t want professional teams of
driverscoming inlookingforextra
mileage and upsettingthe balance.

“Neither seriesisdesignedtobea
steppingstonetoBritish Touring Cars.
Itissimplyafunseriesaimedat
driverseitherlookingtosharetheir
car withamate orfind theirfeetin
competitive motorsport.”

Team support isallowed in both series
and anumber of established outfits
havestarted runningcarsinthe
categories tohelp train newcomers.
BubbleandKick Racingisrunby
Porscheracer Nico Ferrari. The squad
travelstoevery Trackday and Team
Trophy round to both run cars and offer
free technical supporttoanybody in the
paddock thatneeds it.

Ferrarisays: “Because they areone
day events it means that qualifyingand
theracesare often quite close together
and if anamateur hasamechanical
failure oraproblem it’s tough for them
tofixitinashorttimeframe. That’s why
we stepped in. We’ll help anyone with
anything from corner weightstoafull
engine swap. Because the serieshas
sucharangeof carsit’simpossible for
ustocarry many spares, but we havea
goodrangeatevery round. We’rekeen to

MSVTrackday/Team Trophy
B Whereis it? The Trackday Trophy
series has around left at Oulton Park (Oct
22). The Team Trophy has races at Oulton
and Brands Hatch Indy (November 12)

B Howmuchtracktimeisthere?
Both series run a single 30-minute
qualifying session and one 45-minute race.
Trackday Trophy races typically take place
on the Saturday with Team events on
Sunday if they run at the same meeting

B What cars can compete? Both
series are open to any saloon or sports
cars complying with MSA technical
regulations and running between 125
and 200bhp pertonne. Team Trophy cars
must be produced post 1994

Bl Howmuchdoesitcost? Atypical
entry fee is £325 and there is no charge to
register for the series

B Where canIfind outmore?

Visit trackdaytrophy.co.uk, team-trophy.
co.ukor clubmsv.com

share our knowledge and experience
withthesedriversandaddanextra
elementtothelearning curve.Italso
gives experience of cars we wouldn’t
normally run.”

Thefuture of both classeslooks bright,
and MSV hasfoundaniche. Bakeradds
that championship status is out of the
questiontoretain both series’ casual
approach toracing, butsaysthatthere’s
moreavenues toexplore. “There’smore
mileage inthisstyle of racing,” hesays.
“Atthe moment, though, we’re gettinga
real kick out of what wehave, which is
genuinely feeding more drivers into
British motorsport.” ®



